LOOKING BACK

R . "
Improving” Wolfeboro

Although quite a few people think that Wolfeboro isn't
broken - 30 there is no nead to fix it — others think that the
Town Hall (Brewster Memorial Hall on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places) should be torn down, the Board of
Selectmen should be “fired,” and that given a chance they
could do everything better, faster, and cheaper. Very fow
people who continnally complain ever make donations or
contributions to the town or work enthusiastically on com-
mittees. That is okay of course and makes life interesting.
It would be boring if we all agreed on everything! And, the
Letters to the Editor columns would be empty

[t seems that what is needed now in April 2002 is a new
group to elevate our town to new levels. Lat's call it the
Wolfeboro Improvement Association. In that way we can be-
come an ideal town—with modern buildings replacing all
the old ones, with parking meters to gain revenue and e
duce taxes, and perhaps with a bypass so that traffic can go
nonstop from Alton to Ossipee without having toslow down.
Sireet lights posted around town would be a great im-
provement, too, as who likes to calculate when to move at
Pickering Corner? And, rather than having all of these lit-
tle shops, how about bulldozing the downtown area {in-
cluding. of course, Town Hall and that old obsolete Railroad
Station) so that a Wal-Mart can be brought in? And, it would
be good to have a new industry or two—how about a Toyota
car-parts stamping mill and a Tyvson chicken processing
plant? With some careful planning Wolfeboro can look like,
say, Providence, R.I., so that visitors from that place, or
Newark, N1, will feel right at home. Makes a lot of sense
it zpomis.

Oops! I just remembered that the Wolfeboro Improve-
ment Association is already formed. Or it was at one time.
Organized in March 1913, one of its first bright ideas was
to create a professional baseball team with hired players as
well as locals helping out. If they had been prescient the or-
ganizers might have said, “If we build it, they will come.™
A zeouting team was sent to various New England colleges
to find exceptional players. However, the Red Sox were able
to relax, as Wolfeboro never became a threat. Another was
to try to breathe some life the west wing of the old Bell Shop,
most of which had been demolished (the 1911 Municipal
Power Plant building on Lehner Street is on the site of the
main building) and to reactivate an idle woolen mill in
South Wolfeboro,

Another plan was to tear down all of the buildings to the
left of the Peavey Block (today's Avery Building) to create
a park compleie with a bandstand with rest rooms beneath
it Mone of these Association ideas ever came to fruition.
Howewver, not all was lost. At the time many town stroeets had
no identification signs. They weren't necessary, as the lo-
cals knew where they were and others didn't need to know.
In response the town began labeling the major rights of
WAV,

In the same decade the Betail Merchanis® Association

was formed
as was the

Club, both
intending to
help retail
business.
Their activi-
ties were niot
well record-
ed, but, no
matter, it
Was the
dawn of the
ape of wide-
spread
tourist trav-
ol by auato-
mobile. In
thelate teens
and early
1020z our town became a magnet for thousands of tourists
riding in Fords, Owverlands, Buicks, and Chevrolets, and
oven a stray Stutz Bearcat or two. Business was torrific!

O Jan. 11, 1826, the Wolfeboro Chamber of Commeros
was organized. Harold H. Hart, prominent automobile deal-
or, was chosen as president. Clayvton M. Wallace was treas-
urer, and Mildred B. Avery was secretary This was the mag-
ic touch, the group strengihenad, and today it has over 300
members. Last week [ discussed the modern Chamber and
its executive director Mary DeVries.

Omn Ang. 8, 1926, the Chamber sponsorad motorboat races,
with contestanis roaring off from the town wharf, tearing
along the shore off of Sewall Road to a point opposite the
“Wiscasset” cottage, turning left to Clark’s Point (Mitt Rom-
ney, present-day summer resident in that area, hadn't been
born vet), zooming off of Brewster Beach, and circling
around the town wharf again—four times around the
course for a total of nine miles. The first race was between
Hacker-Dolphin runabouts and was won by the BAM owned
by Richard A. Mesters and driven by George Childs. The
secondboat to finish was Velmo I owned by Frank Hopewell
and driven by John Hopewell. Both achieved 32 miles an
hour and finished just 20 seconds apart. Wow! Thirty-two
miles an hour, Imagine that! Which reminds me to mention
that our town has one of the richest traditions in old-time
wooden race boats of any place in America. Wonder what
Mesters, Childs, and the Hopewells would think of 6lmiles-
per-hour Sea-Doos if they were living today?

Another sporting event formed by the Chamber in its
first year was a bowling league at the Wolfeboro Casino. Re-
member bowling? It was something that people did befiore
color TV and the Internet dominated leisure time. The Casi-
no was located on the waterfront at the end of Endicott
Streat. It wasn't quite like the MGM Grand or Foxwoods,
but people had a lot of fun there,

Mext week: More about the Chamber and the Casino.

— Dave Bowers {gdbarchiveiameirocasi.net)

THE WOLFEBORO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OFFICE in the Railroad Station as photographed
recently. In addition to being the place for many
businesses over the years, it is a focal point for the
tradition that maost of us love. On the outside is an
item fast becoming a rarity: a pay phone. it was in
1872 when the station opened that Wolfeboro was
connected to the outside world by a telegraph
installation there. The Chamber was founded in
1926,




